
Reverend William Me Donald 

Fr Me Donald was born in Cotmty Leitrim, Ireland He was ordained to the Priesthood on 
January 29, 1842 he was sent tor by Bishop Fitzpatrick of Boston to found Manchestei"s 
first Catholic Parish in June of: 1848 which he named St. Anne. 

Upon his arrival he faced opposition and open bigotlY which the end result was the 
attempt to bum the church do\vn in 1854. His contemporaries described him this way" 
The squareness of his jaw gave an aspect of determination, almost of severity, to a 
countenance whose habitual expression of gravity. 

In 1855 he purchased land for a cemetery and had the Catholics moved who where buried 
in Valley Cemetery. In 1858 the Sisters of Merey anived and took residence in their new 
Convent. 

In 1861 Fr. Me Donald persuaded the City Government to use the Park Street School-
Now Lake Ave. In 1861 735 young men ofthe Parish would enlist for the Civil War. The 
year 1865 saw Fr. Me Donald start the first Catholic Orphanage in a house at the corner 
of Beech and Laurel Street. 

In 1867 he purchased land where StJoseph's Cathedral stands today.In 1870 he bought 
land at Birch and Lowell Street where StJoseph's Boy's School would open in 1887. 

In 1873 he bought the land for Fifty Thollsand Dollars where St. Patrick's and St. 
Joseph's Orphunage would stand along with the Old Ladies Home and the Sacred Healt 
Hospital. The year 1877 saw St. Anne's Church extended 28 feet .• 

The year 1878 Fr. Me Donald took his first vacation in 30 years. In 1881 The St. Agnes 
School for girls opened at the corner of Cedar and Union Street by Fr. Mc Dotillld This 
was to be his last building in a long and eventful life. 

Fr. Me Donald passed away on August 26, 1885 
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