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Introduction
April 9, 2015 marks the 100th anniversary of the Palace Theater. The timing of this
book, about the vaudeville years, is to celebrate that milestone. It contains photographs of the
advertising programs of that era.
On November 4, 1915, a 16 year old dancer named Fred Astaire and his sister,
Adele, made an appearance at the Palace in “Of the Varieties.” Among other notables to grace
that stage were George Burns and his wife, Gracie Allen; Bill “Bojangles” Robinson; Milton
Berle; Zasu Pitts; Boxer James J. Corbett, sixteen year old Lillian Roth, whose bouts with
alcoholism and failed marriages would be made into the movie, “I’ll Cry Tomorrow”; “Pop”
Anson, baseballs first superstar; Houdini’s brother, the Great Hardeen; the child actor, Freddie
Bartholomew; Bobby Jordan of the Bowery Boys; Al Lewis who years later would play Grandpa
on the hit television shown, the Munsters; and a host of others.
A significant number of Manchester talent appeared there, among them
two, three-time winners on the Ted Mack Original Amateur Show, Fay Gelinas and Bucky
Searles, Patty Allen, the dancer, young Clyde Joy, the country singer, Ernie Golden, the band
leader, who left Manchester to become a favorite in New York city, and Vincent Ferdinando
and his Syncopators who made his first appearance in vaudeville at the Palace on December 3,
1923.
Some acts had humorous names such as Nip and Tuck, Top and Bottom, Here
and There, Trip and Fall, Hill and Dale and Spic and Spam were some of them.
Across the stage of the Palace passed acrobats, gymnast, high wire walkers, comedians,
singers, dancers, jugglers, pantomimist, mind readers, and hypnotist. The circus played there
on numerous occasions bringing a large variety of animals as well as others brought by
entertainers.
In summation, through our research of the vaudeville acts at the palace, we can
impart to our readers that we gained knowledge that chimpanzees could be educated,
elephants could ride bicycles, women are bullet proof, you could see through a man and dance
on one leg.
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History

The vaudeville years were rich with entertainment
Vaudeville at the Palace Theater spanned a period of 40 years, from its opening in 1915 to 1955.
During this period, the various acts were presented 3 days and 6 days each week. In the declining
years, this fell to one day. In the latter years of the 1930’s, it was nonexistent. Beginning in late
1940, though, it made an amazing comeback and in 1943, during World War II, it ran through the
month of June and reopened in September. That would be the peak year for Vaudeville at the
Palace theater.
Beginning in 1923, movies of Manchester’s famous Brownies, the swimmers and divers at
Amoskeag Ledge were shown. Daniel Connor and the Brownies also appeared on stage of the
Palace where they were given thunderous applause. Movies of Hubie McDonough’s great Central
High Football teams of the 1920’s were often shown and the teams appeared live on the stage.
Charleston and Black bottom dancing contest were held throughout the years. Election results in
local, state and national elections were given by a special wire from Western Union. Both West
High and Central High bands appeared together on the state in a combined concert. Movies of local
Horse Shows were shown, the circus appeared live on stage with numerous animal acts on a least
three occasions. The Palace Players were a repertory company that played at the Palace 1916 to
1929.

The builder and
the contractor
Victor Charas – builder of Palace Theater
Victor Charas built the Palace in 1915. It opened on April 9, 1915 with the
play, “A Modern Eve”. Accounts of that evening go like this: “The first
opening of a gem of a theater added luster to the illusion that Manchester
is beginning to arrive. This modern and artistic playhouse is the result of
much planning of a man who came to this city from a foreign land. A
Greek immigrant has given Manchester its first metropolitan theater. All
Manchester should feel proud of the achievement of this man

Harry macrapole
contractor of Palace Theater

The managers

williAm o’Neil - First manager
William O' Neil was the first manager of the Palace Theater from its
opening in April of 1915 until his death nearly four years later of a
heart condition at age 50. A native of Cambridge, Massachusetts he
was a veteran theatrical manager having taken two plays "Quincy
Adams Sawyer" and "The Lotteryman" from Boston to San
Francisco and touched about every town in the country. At one
time he owned the Palisades in Fort Lee, N.J, and was manager of
the Park theater here in Manchester before his assuming
management of the Palace Theater.

William Canning - Second manager
William Canning took over management of the Palace in August
of 1919. He had previously managed the Park Theater on Elm
Street. He was well-informed on theatrical matters and knew just
about everyone on the vaudeville circuit. That year he hired girls
as ushers. The girls were prettily and smartly uniformed and a
decided novelty in Manchester, NH. It was during his
management that the stage was moved to the Chestnut Street
side and the seating capacity increased to 2,180 in 1927. He
eventually left Manchester to take over management of a theater
if Fall River, Mass.

Irene Canning was the wife of William and deserves
some mention in this book. She played the organ at the Palace,
wrote for vaudeville acts and composed music. One of her
songs, “Just Been Wondering”, was first introduced by the
famous bandmaster, John Phillips Souza, at the Practical Arts
Auditorium of Central High School in September of 1924.

In the news
The Palace Theater was often times the subject of many a newspaper story.
Here’s some that we found uniquely noteworthy.

April 10, 1915

August 29, 1920

